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Justice is widely regarded as a foundational value in American public life and legal tradition.

Justice is one of the most emphasized principles in the Qur’an.

“O you who believe! Stand firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah (SWT), even if it is against
yourselves or your parents and relatives.”
 — Qur’an 4:135

Another verse reinforces this obligation:

“Indeed, Allah (SWT) commands justice and excellence…”
 — Qur’an 16:90

Muslim families can teach children that pursuing fairness, honesty, and integrity is both a religious
responsibility and a social good.

For many Muslims growing up in America, there is sometimes a false narrative that faith and national
identity must conflict. In reality, many of the ethical principles emphasized in Islam overlap with values
often discussed in American civic life.

This guide highlights ten Islamic principles that share common ground with ideals frequently
associated with American society, helping Muslim families recognize that their faith can inspire 
them to contribute positively to their communities.

1. Justice

2. Human Dignity

Islamic Teaching

Shared Civic Ideal

Why It Matters for Families
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Islamic Teaching
Islam teaches that every human being has inherent dignity.

Islamic Teaching
Islam recognizes freedom of belief.

Family Application
Parents can teach children to treat others with respect regardless of background, race, or status.

Family Application
Muslim families can appreciate living in a society where they are free to practice their faith openly.

Shared Civic Ideal
Respect for human dignity is often emphasized in discussions of human rights and equality.

Shared Civic Ideal
Freedom of religion is widely recognized as a defining feature of American civic life.

“There is no compulsion in religion.”
 — Qur’an 2:256

Another verse acknowledges religious diversity:

“To you your religion, and to me mine.”
 — Qur’an 109:6

“And We have certainly honored the children of Adam…”
 — Qur’an 17:70

The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم also emphasized human equality:

“All people are from Adam, and Adam is from dust.”
 — Sunan al-Tirmidhi 3270

3. Religious Freedom

4. Responsibility for Community



Islamic TeachingThe Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم taught that every individual has responsibility toward others.

“Each of you is a shepherd and each of you is responsible for his flock.”
 — Sahih al-Bukhari 893
 — Sahih Muslim 1829

Islamic Teaching

Charity is one of the core pillars of Islam.

“And establish prayer and give zakah…”
 — Qur’an 2:110
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also said:

“The best charity is that given in Ramadan.”
 — Sunan al-Tirmidhi 663

Islamic Teaching
The Qur’an encourages consultation in decision-making.

Family Application
Children can learn that serving their community is both a moral and religious duty.

Family Application
Families can involve children in charity efforts to build compassion and responsibility.

Shared Civic Ideal
Community responsibility and civic participation are often encouraged as ways to strengthen society.

Shared Civic Ideal
Charitable giving and volunteering are widely valued social practices.

5. Charity and Helping Others

6. Consultation and Collective Decision-Making



“…and consult them in matters.”
 — Qur’an 3:159

Another verse praises believers who practice consultation:

“…whose affairs are conducted by mutual consultation.”
 — Qur’an 42:38

Teaching children accountability helps build trustworthy character.

Consultation and public discussion are important elements of participatory governance.

Respect for laws and ethical standards is widely considered essential for stable societies.

Parents can model consultation within the family by involving children in discussions and decisions.

Islam emphasizes personal accountability.

“So whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see it, and whoever does an atom’s weight of evil will
see it.”
 — Qur’an 99:7-8

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also warned about abuse of power:

“Those before you were destroyed because they used to inflict legal punishments on the poor and
forgive the rich.”
 — Sahih al-Bukhari 3475

Islamic Teaching

Islamic Teaching

Family Application

Family Application

Shared Civic Ideal

Shared Civic Ideal

8. Pursuit of Knowledge

7. Accountability and Rule of Law



The Prophet Muhammad 

Seeking knowledge is strongly encouraged in Islam.

“Read in the name of your Lord who created.”
 — Qur’an 96:1
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:

“Seeking knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim.”
 — Sunan Ibn Majah 224

Hard work and striving for excellence are widely admired traits.

Parents can encourage curiosity, education, and lifelong learning.

Children can learn that effort, discipline, and integrity lead to success.

Islam encourages excellence in action.

The Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم said:

“Allah loves that when one of you performs a task, he does it with excellence.”
 — Al-Bayhaqi, Shu‘ab al-Iman 5313
The Qur’an also encourages productive effort:

“And that there is not for man except that [good] for which he strives.”
— Qur’an 53:39

 taught that serving others is among the best acts.

Education is widely viewed as essential for personal growth and societal progress.

صلى الله عليه وسلم

Islamic Teaching

Islamic Teaching

Family Application

Family Application

Shared Civic Ideal

Shared Civic Ideal

10. Service to Society

9. Hard Work and Excellence



“The most beloved people to Allah are those who are most beneficial to others.”
— Al-Mu‘jam al-Awsat (al-Tabarani), Hasan

Another narration states:

“Allah continues to aid the servant as long as the servant aids his brother.”
 — Sahih Muslim 2699

Serving others and contributing positively to society are widely respected values.

Encourage children to view their talents and abilities as ways to help their communities.

Muslim families in America have the opportunity to raise children who are:

• confident in their faith
 • proud of their identity
 • committed to contributing positively to society

Understanding the shared values between Islamic teachings and widely held civic ideals can help
strengthen both faith and belonging.

If you found this guide helpful, subscribe to the Muslimericans newsletter for:

• interviews with inspiring Muslim Americans
 • family guidance
 • community news
 • educational resources
 • youth empowerment tools
 • discussions on issues impacting Muslims socially and politically
Together, we can build a community where Muslims thrive with confidence in both their faith and their
future. SUBSCRIBE

Family Application

Shared Civic Ideal

Final Reflection

Join the Muslimericans Community
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